
 

 

SEVI 350 ADVANCED LANGUAGE COURSE 

 
Description and objectives 

The objective of this course is to prepare students to get along in their everyday lives using 

Spanish and to help them to improve their knowledge of grammar concepts that are 

particularly problematic.  

The principal objective is fundamentally practical and will foster participation and debate 

between students. This way, students will feel comfortable in their use of Spanish in any 

situation related to daily city life, while facilitating their integration with a series of 

complementary activities such as a visit to the post office or the train station.  

 

Methodology 

To accelerate the process of the learning of basic, useful vocabulary, the student must 

complete a series of practical homeworks before class.  To complete these exercises, 

students will be given a book of activities where these assignments will be specified and 

include some complementary texts.  After class, the next day, students will turn in a brief 

composition about the topic of debate (a summary, an opinion, an experience, etc.), or a 

series of grammatical exercises that will serve to practice the learned concepts. 

The classes will be open to whatever question or suggestion that city life poses to 

students, in addition to the doubts raised in the completion of the exercises.  

NOTE: Students must complete a small project throughout the course related to volunteer 

community service.  It will be related to collaboration with an “hermandad,” which will 

provide the opportunity to be in contact with diverse social sectors of the city.  These 

activities will be obligatory for all students and will be included in the final course grade. 

Some of these activities include: 

-Attending and accompanying elderly people of the nursing home Residencia 

SarQuavitae. 

-Help children and adults in the Hermandad with practicing English.   

If a student misses more than ONE activity they will not receive a grade for the project. If 

one day you cannot do one of these activities, you can ask a classmate to substitute for 

you and later you can return the favor.  

  

Criteria of evaluation 

The final grade of this course will consist of the following parts: 



10% Class preparation: revision of vocabulary, completion of activities,  
15% Homework 
15% Quizzes 
25% Community Service Project 
5% Report of 2 full pages about your experience in the “hermandad” 
30% Final written exam that will consist of a theoretical and practical part 
 

Disciplinary Policy 
Students who miss class without justification will be penalized with 0.3 points. 
 

Bibliography 
Notebook of practical theoretical assignments that includes: 
Practical content: 
• Presentation of topic 
• Suggestions for the preparation of the course 
• Complementary texts 
• Homework 
Grammatical content  
• Scheme of grammatical structures to study and practice exercises 
 

Program 
 
Session 1: Description of class.  Other information of interest. 
 
Session 2: The house.  Describe the places of the home and the objects that furnish it. Ask 
and provide information about families.  Vocabulary exercises. Debate about the role of 
the house in Spanish family life.  Development of reading skills: La casa en Al-Andalus. 
 
Session 3: Gender and number.  Practice agreement between noun and determinant.  
Grammar: Masculine and feminine words.  Problematic exceptions. The use of the singular 
masculine article in feminine words.  Pairs of nouns that change meaning according to 
their gender. 
 
Session 4: Bars and food. Vocabulary to talk about the bar (physical layout, uses and 
customs). Ordering and rejecting. Analyze non-verbal aspects.  Instructions to use the bar. 
Understanding a list of tapas.  Debate: Is the Mediterranean diet better?  Development of 
reading skills: La dieta mediterranea y la cocina española.  
 
Session 5: Stores and the market.  Shopping vocabulary. Asking for information and 
complaining.  Global practice: dialogues in pairs imagining the questions a client would ask 
to customer. Debate: shopping centers or small stores? 
 
Session 6: Ser and estar.  Functions: express situations and states. Grammar: uses of ser 
and estar.  Adjectives that change meaning. 
 
Session 7: The doctor.  Vocabulary to talk about the body.  Express physical pain, speak 
about symptoms of sicknesses. Discuss remedies. 
 
Session 8: QUIZ 1 



Session 9: Por and para.  Express the purpose and cause of an action.  Grammar: uses of 
por and para. 
 
Session 10: The train and bus stations.  Basic vocabulary to talk about trips.  Find the 
necessary information to organize a trip.  Search for information by internet and other 
sources.  Organize a trip in pairs.  Record the organized trip.  Inform others about the trip 
that one has done.  
 
Session 11: Past tenses.  Discuss past actions and describe past situations.  Talk about the 
moments and the periods of time in which these events occurred.  Temporary markers of 
periods, repeated actions and time.  
Grammar: morphology and uses of the distinct past tenses in Spanish.  The immediate past 
and the imperfect. The past perfect to talk about past actions anterior to other past 
actions.  
 
Session 12: How to search for practical information.  Organize free time.  Propose 
activities. Learn to get along in the city.  
 
Session 13: Uses and customs of social life.  Speak about the idea of cliché.  Develop the 
concept of interculturality in class. In pairs, you will have to answer a series of questions 
and explain the reasons for your answers.  Sharing the first image that American students 
have of Spaniards and vice versa.  
 
Session 14: The simple and compound sentence. Grammar: contrast between indicative 
and subjunctive. Morphology of the distinct times of subjunctive.  Presence of phrases like 
ojalá, tal vez, puede que… Functions: express desires and hypothesize.  
 
Session 15: Nominal sentences.  Express your own opinion and asses others.  Speak of 
feelings. Give advice… complain. Grammar: subordinate sentences of opinion with 
indicative or subjunctive.  Use of subjunctive in subordinate nominal sentences to express 
desires and influence. 
 
Session 16: Social desires.  Grammar: construction “Que + subjuntivo” Global practice: 
writing a poem about the song “Noche de bodas” 
 
Session 17: QUIZ 2 
 
Session 18: Adjectival sentences.  Functions: refer to people and objects specifying their 
characteristics. Grammar: relative pronouns. 
 
Session 19: Adverbial sentences (1).  Grammar: use of the indicative or subjunctive in the 
distinct subordinate adverbial sentences.  
 
Session 20: Adverbial sentences (2) 
 
Session 21: Adverbial sentences (3) 
 
Session 22: Review of subjunctive 
 
Session 23: Personal pronouns. Grammar: direct and indirect object pronouns.  The double 
pronoun.  Uses of the double pronoun in phrases. The use of “se” to express involuntary 
actions.  Impersonal uses.  



 
Session 24:  Personal pronouns II 
 
Session 25: Parties.  Promote knowledge of the cultural diversity of Spain.  Global practice: 
Visualization of videos that provide examples.  Extend the discussion to other parties of 
Spain and the United States.  Make comparisons between the distinct cultures.  
 
Session 26: Bulls. Provide knowledge of the cultural diversity of Spain.  Global practice: 
Showing of videos and discussion about what we have seen in class.  
 
Session 27: Flamenco.  Promote knowledge of the cultural diversity of Spain.  Global 
practice: showing of videos that provide examples. Speak of their origin and the clichés 
that surround them.  
 
Session 28: The imperative.  Grammatical practice.  Form and use of commands.  Working 
with real advertisements.  
 


